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TREASURES OF THE WELSBY 
LIBRARY 
Some Rare Books, Letters, and Diaries 
[By C. G. AUSTIN, F.R.Hist.S.Q., Honorary Librarian.] 
(Read at a meeting of the Society on 22 August 1963.) 
This paper can only oufline a few of the treasures of the 
library. These perhaps sparkle a litfle more or give off a 
more intense light, but the value of a library cannot be judged 
by its treasures, rather by its coverage and accessibUity. 
This Society has in its fifty years of existence built up a 
fairly representative library, particularly in Local History. It 
is fitting here to pay tribute to aU the members and friends of 
the Society (particularly Mr. Thomas Welsby) who have 
made this library possible. I also want to acknowledge the 
help given by so many members of the Library Committee in 
indexing and cataloguing the library. The only point I want 
to stress is that all information in this paper can be found in 
the books, letters, and diaries, etc., of this Society's library. 
BURNEY—VOYAGES AND DISCOVERIES 
IN THE SOUTH SEAS 
The Society has in its possession from the library of the 
late Mr. T. Welsby, Volumes II and III of Burney's Voyages 
arid Discoveries in the South Seas,^ bound into one volume. 
Burney's voyages of five volumes were described in 1899 by 
Francis Edwards in "A Catalogue of Books relating to Aus-
tralia"^ as follows: 
"The collection must always form the basis of historical 
research for early voyages and discoveries in the Pacific as 
well as the foundation of every Australasian library." 
The second volume includes the voyage of Pedro Fernandez 
de Quiros. Referring to Torres he states: "A circumstance 
well deserving notice in this navigation is, that on 'the 11th 
degree of latitude, there were very large islands, and more 
appeared to the Southward'." There can be little doubt that 
some of the land seen at this time by Torres to the Southward 
1. Printed by Luke Hansard, near Lincoln's Inn Fields, London. Vol. II, 1806, Vol. 
Ill, 1813. 
2. Edwards' Australasian Catalogue, London 1899, donated to the Society by Mr. 
W. W. Thomson. 
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was part of the Great Terra Australis. A footnote points out 
that "the northern extremity of the Great Terra AustraUs, by 
Captain Cook named York Cape, is in latitude 10° 37' S." 
An appendix to Volume II carries a "Relation of Luis Vaez 
de Torres dated ManiUa July 12th, 1607," being a Transla-
tion nearly literal, by Alexander Dalrymple, Esq., from a 
Spanish Manuscript copy in his possession. 
These volumes are an example of the upsurge in the price 
of original AustraUana. The price quoted by Edwards in 
1899 for the five volumes was £7/10/- . The latest price 
quoted is more than £500. 
A Voyage to South Seas^ for the purpose of conveying the 
bread-fruit tree to the West Indies in His Majesty's ship The 
Bounty, commanded by Lieutenant William Bligh, including 
an account of the Mutiny on board the said ship and the sub-
sequent voyage from Tofoa, one of the Friendly Islands to 
Timor is now a collector's item. 
NAUTICAL TABLES 
The next book would be described as octavo, published by 
T. Bensley, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London. The first 
section is a set of nautical tables of 206 pages. The second 
section of 57 pages is headed: "The explanation and use of 
the Tables." This second section gives examples and pro-
blems such as "To find the latitude of a ship at sea, from the 
observed meridional altitude of a fixed star." 
This book is well-worn and evidently stained with salt 
water. The leather cover has been replaced. Table XXIX 
contains the latitudes of places, with their longitudes from 
the meridian of the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, also 
the time of high water at the fuU and change of the moon at 
those places where it is known. The table includes: 
Names of Places Cont. Coast, Sea or Country 
Danger (Point) Asia New Holland 
and obviously known places in New Holland were restricted 
to the discoveries of Captain Cook. 
This book was presented to the Society by Mrs. M. Hor-
wood. Rose Bay, Sydney, in 1957. On the reverse of the 
cover is found the words which transform a set of nautical 
tables into a treasure. These words are: 
Capt. W. Bennett 
Brig. Amity 
1828. 
The "Amity" after which Amity Point on Stradbroke 
Island was named, is part and parcel of the history of Bris-
3. Printed in London for George Nicol, Bookseller to His Majesty, 1792. 
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bane."* Under the command of Captain Penson, with John 
Oxley, AUan Cunningham, Assistant Surveyor Hoddle, Lieut. 
MUler, his wife and two sons, the "Amity" brought the first 
batch of convicts to establish the convict settlement at Red-
cliffe Point in September 1824. 
The "Amity" again left Sydney for Moreton Bay on 9 
November 1824 having on board the Governor, Sir Thomas 
Brisbane, Mr. Justice Forbes, John Oxley, John McArthur 
and Francis Stephen. 
The "Amity,"^ a brig of 230 tons, was purchased in Scot-
land in 1823 by John Ralston who had been reared among 
sheep and cattle in his homeland. He brought his wife and 
family with him, their destination being Tasmania, and took 
with him valuable livestock which in due course became the 
nucleus of some great flocks and herds, gaining name and 
fame for themselves in aU the AustraUan colonies as weU as 
New Zealand. John Ralston, the patriarch of the family in 
Tasmania, appears to have left two sons, John and Gavin. 
The former of these, John Bryce Ralston, went to New Zea-
land in his early manhood and spent 20 years in the Hawkes 
Bay and Manawater districts before coming to Queensland. 
He died at WelUngton Point on 28 January 1927, at the age 
of 72. 
CONVICT RECORDS 
Lists of convicts arriving at New South Wales between 17 
January 1836 and 31 December 1836 are printed on large 
sheets. The information includes name of ship, master, sur-
geon superintendent, and fuU particulars of name of convict, 
age, education, marital state, number of chUdren (if any), 
native place, trade or calUng, offence, where and when tried, 
sentence, former conviction, height, complexion, colour of 
hair and eyes, and particular marks or scars. 
The majority of the male convicts were tattooed and some 
were literaUy covered with tattoo marks. 
Convict No. 124, ship "John Barry," arrived Sydney, 17 
January 1836. Particular marks or scars are described as: 
Small scar left side of forehead, man, woman, W W H S, 
1835 on upper, anchor, bottle, two glasses, two pipes, liberty 
lower right arm, H S on upper, two pugilists, anchor, W W, 
heart, two darts lower left arm, X with dots round it back of 
left hand, blue ring middle and fourth fingers of same. 
Convict No. 170, ship "Susan" arrived Sydney, 7 February 
1836. Particular marks: Eight stars, sun, half moon, woman, 
4. See "Early Public Service in Queensland" by Mr. D. W. Fraser, I.S.O., Journal 
Royal Hist. Soc. of Qld. Vol. VII, No. 1, p. 54. 
5. By A. G. Davies, H.S.Q. Bulletin No. 18, October 1943. 
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WP6, EW 16 September 1834 on upper, anchor, sloop 
inside lower left arm. As this convict could neither read nor 
write, it is not known what pleasure he derived from looking 
at the tattoo marks. 
Not aU persons sentenced to transportation were tried in 
courts in the British Isles. Some were convicted at courts in 
the West Indies, and some were sentenced at miUtary courts 
martial. Convict No. 286, ship "Susan," with no previous 
convictions, was convicted of stealing pork and sentenced to 
seven years at the Barbadoes Session of Peace and Gaol 
Delivery. He is described as a half-caste, and his tattoo 
marks include "Sarah Ann Negmam Barbadoes" inside lower 
right arm, but he could neither read nor write. 
The ship "Recovery," arrived 25 February 1836, included 
among the convicts 33 persons sentenced in Canada. 
MUitary insubordination must have been regarded as a 
serious offence. Convict 296, ship "Susan," with no previous 
convictions, was sentenced to transportation for life, at the 
St. Vincent Court Martial for striking a sergeant. 
RECEIVED 2,000 LASHES 
Floggings must have been commonplace convictions on 
soldiers, for out of 18 soldiers sentenced at a Court Martial 
in 1835, 13 had former convictions ranging from 100 to 
2,000 lashes. One of the men who had received 2,000 lashes 
was 34 years old, which if spread over each year from the 
time he was 20, would average 142 lashes each year. 
Floggings, however, were not restricted to adults. Convict 
No. 225 on the ship "Strathfieldsay" was sentenced to seven 
years for stealing boots. His former convictions were one 
week, and a flogging. His height was 4ft. 4iin. and his age— 
twelve years old. 
Some of the sentences imposed on female convicts were 
severe even for those times. A girl of 14, with no previous 
conviction, was sentenced to seven years for stealing clothes, 
and a young woman of twenty, with no previous conviction, 
was sentenced to seven years for stealing potatoes. The 
female convicts were better educated than the male convicts 
to the extent that a greater proportion of female convicts 
could read. 
An examination of the height of the convicts shows how 
much taUer men, and particularly women, are today. An 
examination of the Usts of female convicts on the "Roslin 
Castle" showed that out of twenty aduUs, rune were less than 
five feet taU, ranging in height from 4ft. 7iin. 
If they were smaller in build, their teeth were m much 
better condition. Particular marks and scars Usted any teeth 
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missing, and it was a very rare occasion to find a convict with 
a tooth missing. 
CHILD'S DRAWING BOOK 
One of the treasures is a child's drawing book covered with 
sUk. This contains capital letters A to E and various pencU 
sketches mostly of heads and figures, usually of well-dressed 
ladies. The fashionable clothes certainly appear simUar to 
those worn in the early nineteenth century. 
This book is said to have been the drawing book of the 
child who became Queen Victoria. On the fiurst page is written 
"Victoria." The capital "V" is almost identical with the 
capital "V" in the signature of Queen Victoria, which appears 
on the fly-leaf of "Triumph in the Tropics."^ 
The next book, "A Narrative of a Visit to the Australian 
Colonies,"'^ by James Backhouse, is selected because it is one 
of the few published books to describe conditions in the 
Moreton Bay Penal Settlement, and because it gives the some-
what surprising reactions of a gentle Quaker to different 
forms of punishment. James Backhouse and James Washing-
ton Walker, Members of the Society of Friends, arrived at 
Hobart Town on 8 February 1832, and left Fremantle on 
12 February 1838. 
The Quakers arrived at Brisbane Town on the 29th of the 
third month 1836, leaving Amity Point on the 17th of the 
fourth month 1836. 
A few facts were given on the Moreton Bay Settlement: 
"8\Ye visited the Prisoners' Barracks, a large stone buUd-
ing, calculated to accommodate 1,000 men; but now 
occupied by 311. We also visited the Peiutentiary for 
Female Prisoners, 71 of whom are here. 
QUAKERS AT EAGLE FARM 
"We^ visited the establishment at Eagle Farm, six mUes 
from Brisbane Town, toward the mouth of the river. It is 
under the direction of a superintendent, who, with his wife, 
resides in a smaU cottage, close by soine huts, formerly 
occupied by the male prisoners, by whose, labour seven 
hundred acres of land were formerly cultivated, chiefly in 
maize. At present there are no male prisoners here; but 
forty females, who are employed in field-labour; they are 
kept in close confinement during the night, and strictly 
watched in the day time, yet is found very difficuU to 
6. Cilento and Lack, Smith and Paterson Pty. Ltd., Brisbane, 1959. 
7 . Hami l ton , A d a m s and C o . , L o n d o n , 1843. 
•8. P. 360. 
9 . P. 364. 
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keep them in order. Some of them wear chains, to prevent 
their absconding, which they have frequenfly done, under 
covert of the long grass." 
The fact that female prisoners absconded raises a curious 
question. Where did they abscond to? They would have 
been very noticeable in Brisbane Town, and as far as I know, 
none Uved with aboriginals. 
The visit of the Quakers to Moreton Bay was not without 
some success. On the 7th of the fourth month we find: 
"We"* dined in company with some other persons at the 
table of the Commissariat Officer. In the evening, he 
desired the company to witness the destruction of his 
private stock of brandy, which he poured out in the yard, 
having resolved to join the Temperance Society. " 
VIEWS ON THE TREADMILL 
The working of prisoners on a treadmill is today regarded 
with a feeling of disgust, but the Quakers experienced no 
such revulsion. Backhouse has this to say on the treadmUl at 
Moreton Bay: 
"The treadmill is generally worked by twenty-five 
prisoners at a time; but when it is used as a special punish-
ment, sixteen are kept upon it, for fourteen hours, with 
only the interval of release afforded by four being off at a 
time, in succession. They feel this extremely irksome at 
first; but notwithstanding the warmth of the climate, they 
became so far accustomed to the labour, by long practice, 
as to leave the treadmUl, with comparatively little disgust, 
after working upon it, for a considerable number of days." 
MEDICAL LECTURE CARDS 
Medical students at the University of Queensland have 
been criticised for playing cards instead of devoting time to 
study. Perhaps two hundred years ago medical students at 
the Edinburgh University were not very different. 
The Society's library contains some lecture cards in use at 
the Edinburgh University in 1761 to 1763. These are in the 
name of Mr. John Clarkson, and they were presented to 
Doctor Sandford Jackson by Mrs. Booth Clarkson. 
A selection of these cards includes one reading: "1762. 
The Bearer, Mr. John Clarkson, is entifled to all the privi-
leges of a CIVIS of the COLLEGE LIBRARY for one 
year." Others refer to Anatomy, Materia Medica, and 
Botany. The reverse of these cards is not concerned with 
intellectual pursuits but with card games. This hand would 
10. p. 365. 
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be useful at Whist if spades were trumps. (On the reverse 
side were drawn—Ace, King, nine, two of spades. Jack, three 
of hearts.) 
LEICHHARDT'S LETTERS 
Two of the most prized possessions of the Society are two 
letters written by Ludwig Leichhardt. These were written to 
the Archer family, and were donated to the Society by Mr. 
AUster Archer. I cannot show you these letters as they are 
held in a safe custody box at the Commonwealth Bank of 
AustraUa, Queen Street. 
The first was written on 30 September 1847, from Mr. 
Bracker's station, and the second, one of the last Leichhardt 
wrote, was written on 10 March 1848 from Russell's station 
(CecU Plains). 
There is a connecting link between these two letters. The 
bearer of the first letter was Mr. Bunce, Botanist from the 
Horticultural Society in London. In the second, Leichhardt 
writes: 
"I think I have been more fortunate in the choice of my 
companions than formerly. I was entirely guided by the 
principle* that everyone who joined me should enjoy the 
unqualified good opinion of all those who knew him. 
"(*This is the only cause almost, which induced me to 
leave Mr. Bunce behind. I had opportunity of speaking 
with several trustworthy people of Pt. PhiUip who knew 
him and who gave him a decidedly bad character. . ) " 
Perhaps if Leichhardt had relied on his own judgment, and 
taken Mr. Bunce with him, some of the members of this ill-
fated expedition may have survived. 
WILLIAM PETTIGREW PAPERS 
WiUiam Pettigrew was born in Scofland in 1825, and came 
to Brisbane in 1849 where he died in 1906, but during his 
lifetime he took an active interest in the affairs of the colony. 
He was a member of the Queensland Philosophical Society 
and later the Royal Society of Queensland. 
These papers and diaries, given to the Society by Mrs. 
Eckhoff, grand-daughter of WUUam Pettigrew, are a valuable 
acquisition to the library. WiUiam Pettigrew came to More-
ton Bay in Lang's emigrant ship "Fortitude" as surveyor for 
the colonists. Pettigrew was unable to take up the work as 
surveyor because of the refusal of the Goverimient to make 
land avaUable. He took up work on the property of Dr. 
Stephen Simpson at Woogaroo, in the vicinity of what is now 
Goodna. 
There he was allowed to undertake private surveying con-
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tracts, some of his work being done in the laying out of the 
bounclaries of station properties in the Moreton and Brisbane 
VaUey districts and on the DarUng Downs. He also performed 
the same work in Fortitude VaUey. He later entered the 
sawmUling trade, and in spite of numerous set-backs, includ-
ing a disastrous fire, he became one of Brisbane's best-known 
citizens. He was also interested in the New State Movement 
but there is little reference to this in his diaries. 
I intend to give you a few extracts from the Pettigrew 
diaries. WUUam Pettigrew was a man who believed in observ-
ing the Sabbath for in his diaries the day foUowing Saturday 
is always the Sabbath, not Sunday. He also abhorred strong 
drink. The entry for 1 July 1849 when he was at Woogaroo 
includes: 
"TALKED LIKE MAGPIES" 
"1st Sabbath. A lovely day but not a day of rest to the 
people in this place. Besides Major North,'i Mr. Uhr^ ^ 
came and after doing business had dinner. A squatter 
named P— from the Logan came with a mob of cattle 
from the Logan and in the evening he brought M— who 
was rather tipsy. These two last-named talked like mag-
pies or jackasses the whole evening so as almost to make 
a person shudder at their conversation. I read Josephus in 
the afternoon and in the evening had to listen to the above 
vile conversation." 
It is very evident that a maid employed at Woogaroo 
named Bridget and an employee named Robinson went out 
of their way to shock him, but as pointed out to him by Dr. 
Simpson, some scandalous situations were staged to look 
worse than they really were. 
BUILDING A SAWMILL 
The year 1853 was a momentous one for WUUam Petti-
grew for in that year he commenced the operations of a saw-
miU at WiUiam Street in Brisbane. The early part of the year 
was spent in buUding the sawmiU, his diary recording that 
the machinery by the ship "Palermo" from Sydney was 
landed on 28 AprU, and the saw was first put to work on 
28 June 1853. 
Pettigrew did not shrink from heavy work for he spent 
11 February "at earth work excavating for boUer aU day." 
He pnrdhased household equipment and tools at this time. 
Some of the prices are interesting: A teapot cost 4/6, a 
11. Ferhie Law Station, Upper Brisbane River; later purchased Wivenhoe. 
12. Wivenhoe Station, Upper Brisbane River. 
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mincing knife 2/6, but a crowbar cost only 2/-. He bought 
shoes for 8/6, riband and thread for lid. but 2 gaUons of 
oU cost 14/-. 
Pettigrew decided to buUd ships, and in his diary for 1862 
he sets out his ideas on this subject. A Scotsman is said to 
be a born engineer, and Pettigrew shows here how he applied 
his powers of observation. This long entry was written after 
1862 for in it he refers to the year 1886: 
"HISTORY OF AN IDEA 
The Proper Lines for Vessels. 
"The first idea picked up bearing on this subject may 
be said to be my throwing stones into a quarry hole with 
water in it and observing the waves circling off to the sides, 
then seeing them strike against the sides and rebounding 
and forming other waves crossing the original lot. My age 
might then be nine years, or thereby or about year 1834. 
From 1836 to 1844 I resided near Ayr harbour and knew 
every boat in it, as well as the regular traders to it. Some 
very good sailing small vessels were built there—for the 
fruit trade as it was called— f^rom Portugal. In 1849 I 
came to Brisbane, and there read in a scientific book the 
name of which I (lo not remember, the date of it might be 
about 1830—that passenger boats were drawn by horses at 
the rate of ten miles per hour, but that it would kiU the 
horses to draw them at six miles per hour, in the canal 
between Glasgow and Paisley. I may as weU give the 
reason why they can go at nine or 10 miles per hour when 
they cannot keep up six miles. The boats require to be a 
definite size to the canal, so that waves formecl by the bow 
of the boat strike the sides of the canal and rebound and 
fill up at the run of the boat, when going at nine or 10 
miles per hour. 
"In 1853 I came and resided in WiUiam Street, Bris-
bane, and started the sawmUl. I then saw the A.S.N. Coy. 
boats leaving their wharf. South Brisbane, and making 
"waves in their progress down the river. 
"The first idea of a boat I have any record of is in copy 
of a letter to my brother Adam dated 26 January 1853. I 
had one built to idea, but found water does not go round 
corners easily. It was some time after that boat was built 
that the idea occurred to me of having a part—a third part 
of the boat—made with straight Unes. The idea was that 
the wave was formed by the bow, the echo wave would 
rise in the middle of the straight part and the second wave 
would fUl tip the run." 
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SILVESTER DIGGLES 
Transactions of the Philosophical Society of Queensland 
1859 to 1872—Brisbane 1872—S. Diggles—His copy 
Silvester Diggles, born in Liverpool in 1817, came to Bris-
hane in 1854. He was the regular accompanist on the piano 
for many musical societies and always received good notices 
from the newspaper critics who did not spare anyone who 
displeased them. He was the first Drawing Master at the 
Brisbane Grammar School, but his main work in life, an 
illustrated "Ornithology of Australia," was not completed 
through lack of finance. 
He was a member of the Queensland Philosophical Society, 
being interested in ornithology and entomology, and is best 
described as a gifted amateur. His obituary notice in 1880 
showed that he was held in high esteem by his fellow 
colonists. 
Dr. Elizabeth N. Marks is the authority on the Philoso-
phical Society, and her choice for the C. T. White Memorial 
Lecture for 1962 was Silvester Diggles. I select this book for 
the owner devoted all his available time to the pursuit of 
music and science in the young colony. 
RECORDS OF SOMERSET 
Copies of correspondence as taken from the Official Records 
of the Settlement at Somerset, Cape York, 1872-1877 
The first letter is dated 1 January 1872 and was written by 
Mr. Frank Jardine. The correspondence is a record of the 
endeavours of public rhen to bring some law and order to a 
wild and isolated area. 
References in the correspondence recount deeds as lurid 
as those in the South Pacific. Mr. Jardine on 1 January 1872 
refers to the apprehension on Murray Island of nine Rotuma 
men, who had stolen a boat and deserted from the schooner 
"Margaret and June," Mr. Tucker, Master. These gave as 
their reason for absconding, the brutality of the Mate, 
Thompson, who it appears was in the habit of compelling 
them to dive for sheU whUe firing at them with a revolver. 
A letter of 26 October 1872 mentions the arrival of the 
missionaries Messrs. Murray and GiU. This was the start of 
missionary work in Torres Strait, a work which exercised 
profound influence on the Torres Strait Islanders. 
Mr. Jardine reported a massacre on 12 February 1873. 
The brigantine "Franz" arrived at Somerset on 10 February, 
and the master Redlich reported the murder of the mate and 
seventeen members of the cirew by natives at SaUiwatty, 
INew Guinea. 
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Extracts from the log of the "Franz" of 12 September 
1872 show that two large boats, weU armed, in charge of the 
mate (Henry Schleuter) with 17 men and three weeks' 
supply of water and provisions, were sent to prospect for 
peari sheU. Twenty-four days later when the boats had not 
jeturned the master became anxious. 
The master went to SaUiwatty and procured the assistance 
of the Rajah there. The master eventually learned that the 
two boats had been lying under Afmatal Island when they 
were visited by three canoes from the mainland, whose crews 
were quite friendly, giving bananas and pineapples to the 
mate and the men. 
Frank Jardine 
MASSACRE 
The men in the boats at night divided into two parties. 
Some had laid down in the boats to sleep and some had gone 
on shore, Ut a fire and slept there. The natives, who had 
been so friendly in the morning, returned and landed on the 
back of the island, walked across, lurked in the dark bush 
close to the men and watched them for hours until aU were 
asleep when they rushed them and killed them in the twink-
ling of an eye without even a cry being raised, and the whole 
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party on shore were dead without those in the boats having 
any foreboding of it. The natives returned noiselessly tO' 
their canoes, rushed the men in the boats, and killed aU of 
them without a shot having been fired, or even a cry being 
raised. 
The Police Magistrate was a public servant and in the 
midst of reports on murders and massacres he was obliged to 
send statements to the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages, statements to the Colonial Secretary of the 
Store Cash Account, statements to the Postmaster-General 
of postage stamps sold, statements to the Auditor-General of 
fees, fines or collections made to the General Revenue. 
The first letter from the next PoUce Magistrate, C. E. 
Beddome,'^ is dated 7 November 1873. 
PUNITIVE ACTION 
Mr. Beddome's first report on the settlement deals with a 
punitive expedition against mainland natives, and a list of the 
deficiencies in the stores and firearms at the settlement. As 
was the custom at the time, he wrote that "the natives were 
properly dispersed." In those days there was a wealth of 
meaning in the word "dispersed." 
Life at Somerset could not be described as dull. Within 
two weeks of his arrival, Mr. Beddome was forced to dismiss 
Dugald McArthur, master of the Government cutter "Lizzie 
Jardine." On Sunday, 16 November, McArthur came ashore 
drunk, with a loaded carbine and pistol. He then fired a shot 
over the heads of a lot of missionaries who were washing at 
one of the weUs. 
The flowery language used in official communications 
seems an incongruous ending to a notice of dismissal. Mr.. 
McArthur was informed on 17 November 1873: 
"This is to notify to you that you are dismissed the 
Service. 
"If you behave yourself you can remain on board the 
cutter untU your departure. 
I am. 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
C. E. Beddome, P.M." 
In fact, it was Mr. McArthur who had to remain "an 
obedient servant," otherwise he would have been placed in 
irons. 
Mr. Beddome was succeeded by George Elphinstone Dal-
13. Letter by Dalrymple 11/6/74 refers to Beddome as Late Lieutenant Indian Navy-
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rymple^ "* on 5 June 1874. Somerset maintained its reputation 
for unsuitable officials, for, within four weeks Mr. Dalrymple 
was forced to dismiss Coxswain Le Maistre, officer in charge 
of the Water PoUce Force at Somerset, on the grounds that 
"you were aware that spirits had been introduced to the 
Barracks—contrary to regulations issued in that behalf— 
without your having reported the matter to the officer in 
charge of the settlement." 
Mr. Dalrymple's reign at Somerset was short, as less than 
five weeks after his appointment he handed over to the Post-
master, Mr. E. L. Brown. His letter of 7 July 1874 com-
mences: "Being prostrated by fever and paraletic attack 1 am 
completely incapacitated from performing my pubUc duties 
here. It will therefore be necessary for me, God willing, to 
proceed to Brisbane by the first steamer for medical treat-
ment." 
Sick as he was, he still had to prepare and sign his quar-
terly returns to the Postmaster-General, the Auditor-General, 
etc. 
TRANSFER TO THURSDAY ISLAND 
This letter handing over his office to Mr. Brown proves 
that a move to shift the settlement from Somerset was already 
being considered. Mr. Dalrymple advises Mr. Brown that in 
the event of instructions arriving to shift the settlement, he is 
to clear a site which Dalrymple had marked on the chart at 
the S.W. corner of Hammond Island. The settlement was 
transferred to Thursday Island in 1877, and Hammond'^ 
Island lies just north of Thursday Island. 
Mr. Brown acted as Police Magistrate untU 26 September 
1874 when Mr. C. D'Oyly H. Aplin arrived. 
Mr. ApUn encountered the usual trials and tribulations 
such as shortage of stores, depredations by natives, etc. The 
last letter written by Mr. Aplin is dated 1 September 1875. 
This letter refers to some observations he wished to make on 
the supply of rations, but because the ship "Brisbane" arrived 
five days before her time, he had to leave them tUl the next 
month. 
These observations were never made for Mr. Aplin died at 
Somerset, eight days later, on 9 September 1875. 
Somerset looks across Albany Passage to Albany Island, 
14. George Augustus Frederick Elphinstone Dalrymple, tenth son of Sir Robert 
Dalrymple Horn Elphinstone, well-known explorer; younger brother ot Ernest 
George Beck Elphinstone Dalrymple. 
15. When the Japanese raided Horn Island in 1942, one Kittyhawk pilot noticed a 
Zero on the tail of another Kittyhawk, and he deliberately rammed the Zero 
which crashed on to Hammond Island, the Kittyhawk landingsafely on Horn 
Island. This was probably the first hostile plane to be forced down on Australian 
Territory. 
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and it was a grim twist of fate for Mr. Aplin to die at Somer-
set. He had been on the brig "Freak" when she searched 
for members of the ill-fated Kennedy expedition of 1848. The 
bones of two of the party. Wall and Niblett, having been 
recovered, were interred on Albany Island on 13 May 1849, 
D'Oyley Aplin reading the burial service. 
H. M. Chester, Government Resident, Somerset (in naval uniform). 
APPOINTMENT OF CHESTER 
The settlement was in charge of Mr. Powell (Coxswain) 
nntU Mr. Henry Marjoribanks Chester was appointed Police 
Magistrate towards the end of October 1875. H. M. Chester 
had previously been in charge of the settlement between 
1869 and 1871 when Frank Jardine was granted leave of 
absence. 
Chester was a man of extraordinary courage, and I have 
given some details of his adventurous life in a paper read to 
the Society, entitled "The Early History of Somerset and 
Thursday Island."^^ 
16. See Q. Hist. S. J. Vol. IV, No. 2, pp. 222-226. 
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Chester arrived at Somerset on 19 October 1875. In a 
letter written to the Colonial Secretary, Brisbane, he said: 
"Everything appears to have gone on satisfactorily since 
the death of Mr. ApUn. . . 
"Capt. Pennyfather of the schooner "Crinoline" reports 
that on 1 October one of his men, a native of Frazer 
Island, was kiUed by the Yandikan blacks on the mainland 
opposite Red Island. " 
FLY RIVER EXPEDITION 
A report sent by Chester on 29 December 1875 narrates 
a most courageous expedition up the Fly River, New Guinea. 
The voyage was made in the steamer "Ellengowan" loaned 
by the London Missionary Society. The party consisted of 
Chester, Reverend S. Macfarlane, Signor D'Albertis, three 
troopers and the crew of the vessel—five Europeans and 
seven natives in all. 
The Fly River was entered on 6 December. Chester was 
warned of a tribe of cannibals higher up the river, and these 
were encountered on 8 December. 
Chester, in his usual matter-of-fact writing, graphically 
describes what was a carefully planned attack. 
"While passing a large island five canoes with about 20 
men in each paddled across our bows and down the right 
bank out of range of our guns. We made signs to them to 
come on board and a small canoe with five men came 
within haU. Maino'^ assured them we were friends but 
nothing would induce them to come alongside. They caUed 
out: 'Why do you come to our land? Go away.' WhUe our 
attention was thus attracted five more canoes fiUed with 
men paddled rapidly towards us from the island, their 
intention evidently being to place us between two fires. 
They were all in fighting costume decked with shells and 
feathers and made a most imposing appearance. The 
warriors of the party were standing up and with fierce yells 
encouraging the rowers who made the foam fly with their 
paddles. We waited until they came within 150 yards and 
it being impossible to mistake their intentions we fired a 
shot across the bow of the leading canoe which checked 
them for a moment, but with a yell of defiance they dashed 
on. We now opened fire on them in earnest and several 
shots took effect on the canoes. The warriors dropped 
their arms, seized the paddles and made the most frantic 
17. A native chief taken on board at Katow. Maino was the son of Kebisu, mamoose 
(chief) of Tutu, Torres Strait Islands. For many years he acted as personal body-
guard to Sir Wm. Macgregor. 
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exertions to get out of range . . and in a very few minutes 
they had rejoined their friends in the other canoes. WhUe 
advancing towards us Maino heard them calling out: 'Why 
don't the others come on; then we shall have them in the 
middle.'" 
The next day the party, having found a canoe with bows 
and arrows, Chester gives a description of the weapons: 
"Some arrows were tipped with the horny toe of the 
cassowary. Many of the arrows were barbed with human 
bones and poisoned. There was also a curious dagger 
made from the thigh bone of the cassowary, about 11 
inches in length, on each side of which was scored the 
number of people killed by it." 
The party was attacked again on 9 December about 13 
miles from the first attack. It is characteristic of Chester that 
he continued his voyage up the river, and on the return 
journey landed at the spot where the second attack took 
place, to make friends with the natives. 
There were some critical comments in Australian news-
papers after this trip on the fact that shots were fired at 
natives from a steamer belonging to the London Missionary 
Society. Signor D'Albertis was the main target for this 
criticism. 
WORE ARMOURED VEST 
D'Albertis was an ItaUan naturalist who sometimes resided 
near the mouth of the Fly River. He played on the super-
stition of the natives, among other things claiming that native 
weapons could not harm him, and inviting them to hurl 
spears at him, when to their astonishment the spears fell away 
from his body. Chester, of course, was not deceived, and he 
discovered that when D'Albertis exercised these supernatural 
powers, he was always careful to wear beneath his clothes a 
vest made of metal, so that the spears feU harmlessly to the 
ground. 
BRISBANE STREET DIRECTORY 
The last book bears the simple and unassuming title of: 
"The Brisbane Directory and Squatters' Guide for 1876" 
published by George J. Shaw in 1875 and printed at the 
Courier General Machine Printing Office, George Street, 
Brisbane. 
Pugh's Almanac had, of course, contained ample informa-
tion on public servants, trades and professions, stations, etc., 
but this is the first Directory I have seen which sets out 
Brisbane streets and the names of the persons living in them, 
in order of residence. 
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Anyone who has the energy to start a new venture must be 
applauded (as one must applaud Pettigrew) and the pub-
Usher assures us that the street Directory has "been compUed 
by a house to house visitation, and its authenticity may there-
fore be relied upon." 
The publisher includes in his preface: 
"No one need now be at a loss for the address or 
employment of any Brisbane resident, and the facUities in 
consequence to business men and others are too evident to 
need further comment." 
Mr. Shaw wrote "better than he knew." I wish to under-
line the word "others" and to acknowledge with gratitude the 
facUities accorded to librarians and all those interested in the 
history of Brisbane. This modest book is examined as much 
as any book in the library, for hundreds of enquiries are 
asked on the age of buildings in Brisbane, and where people 
Uved. This book is the first to be opened for it gives us the 
information to ascertain who resided on the land in 1875. 
There is a wealth of information in this book. George 
Harris was in residence here at Newstead. William Petti-
grew's sawmills were near the river, past the junction of 
Margaret and WUUam Streets. The A.M.P. Society were on 
the west side of Queen Street at the corner with Creek Street. 
Finney, Isles and Co. were on the comer of Queen and 
Edwar(l Streets. 
SOME HAD EXCITING LIVES 
There is nothing exciting about a street directory—on the 
surface—as it does not give any more than the name of a 
person living in a certain street, and names of Members of 
ParUament, professions and trades. But some of the persons 
named could look back on exciting lives, and others had their 
exciting moments in the future. 
A china merchant with a shop in George Street living on 
the west side of Burnett Lane was J. Davis. This, of course, 
was "Duramboi" the convict who fled from the Moreton Bay 
setflement and lived with the aboriginals for thirteen years. 
WUUam Landsborough lived in what was then caUed Milton 
Road, next to the Regatta Hotel, and just past the junction 
of 'the road to the new cemetery." 
The names of the members of the Legislative Assembly 
are included in this street directory. An examination of these 
names shows that many were well-known persons, but a 
closer scrutiny reveals that six of them had been or were tO' 
become Premiers of Queensland. These were: A. MacaUster, 
Thomas Mcllwraith, Arthur Palmer, Samuel Walker Griffith, 
James R. Dickson, and Boyd D. Morehead. Mcllwraith,. 
340 
Griffith and Dickson, together with John Murtagh Macrossan, 
played prominent roles in the struggle for Federation. 
It is extremely unlikely that any other ParUament of 
Queensland contained six persons who attained the rank of 
Premier. The lives of these persons are threaded through the 
history of Queensland. It was Sir Thomas Mcllwraith who 
instructed Chester, then PoUce Magistrate at Thursday Island, 
to take formal possession, in the name of the Queensland 
Government, of New Guinea, except that portion occupied 
by the Dutch. The formalities were performed at Port 
Moresby on 4 April 1883. The annexation was repudiated 
by Lord Derby, but this repudiation by the Imperial Govern-
ment was a major factor in convincing the AustraUan States 
that unity was imperative, and in fact it led the way to 
Federation. 
AFTERMATH OF TRAGEDY 
It is impossible to avoid the aftermath of tragedy even 
when examining a Directory. The section devoted to a 
General Gazetteer of Queensland includes: 
"Carnarvon—76 mUes from Normanton: a township on 
Sweer's Island, in the southern part of the Gulf of Carpen-
taria." 
At that time there was little medical aid against an attack 
of what was caUed "Coastal Fever." In the 1860's an 
epidemic of "yellow jack" caused so many deaths at Burke-
town that the seat of Government was transferred to Sweer's 
Island. Carnarvon has long since been deserted by white 
men. 
The authors of "Triumph in the Tropics"^^ refer to "the 
first Australian doctor to gain world-wide recognition as a 
scientist. His discovery in 1877 of the adult female filarial 
Avorm was as revolutionary, at that time, as the discovery of 
anaesthesia or antiseptics had been, and led to a whole series 
of discoveries elsewhere, regarding the role of insects in trans-
mission of disease, that have not only saved humanity 
miUions of lives, but helped to make the conquest of the 
tropics possible." 
AU the street directory teUs us is that in Wharf Street, at 
the junction of Ann Street and Wickham Terrace, there lived 
a J. Bancroft, M.D. 
18. Cilento and Lack, Smith and Paterson Pty. Ltd., Brisbane, 1959, p. 430. 
